COUNTY OF HEREFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL Reference No: 2005.CAB.006

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF A NON-KEY DECISION

CABINET

ITEM:

COURTYARD REVIEW

Members Present:

Councillors RJ Phillips (Leader), Mrs LO Barnett, PJ Edwards,
Mrs JP French, JC Mayson, DW Rule MBE, RV Stockton, DB
Wilcox, RM Wilson.

Date of Decision:

17 February 2005

Purpose: To consider the recommendations of the review of the Courtyard
undertaken by the Social and Economic Development Scrutiny
Committee.

Decision: THAT (a) the considerations in relation to the funding

agreement and the position in relation to the
original Capital Bid in 2004/05 be noted; and

(b) the Recommendations of the Review be
approved, subject to Recommendation 20.5
being amended to a 3-year funding agreement
and 20.6 requiring a report back to the
Executive.

Reasons for the Decision:

This report needs to be considered by Cabinet because
Councillor Stockton, as the Cabinet Member for Community and
Social Development is a Council-appointed board member of the
Courtyard Centre for the Arts.

At the Social and Economic Development Scrutiny Committee
on 24th September 2004, the Committee agreed to undertake a
review and also agreed the Scoping Statement and the
membership of the Review Group.

The Group conducted a review of The Courtyard with the
objective of establishing the historic background of the
establishment; reviewing the contribution Herefordshire Council
makes and to consider how best to strike a balance between
sustaining a key arts facility and the benefits to the wider
community. The aim of the review was to advise the Cabinet
Member (Community and Social Development) on the best
framework to put into place in respect of the future involvement
of Herefordshire Council with The Courtyard.

The Review Group’s report was considered by the Social and
Economic Development Scrutiny Committee at its meeting on
the 31st January, 2005. It endorsed the recommendations. The
report is attached.

The review was overwhelmingly supportive of the Courtyard and
recognised its role as a centre for the Arts for the whole of
Herefordshire not just a theatre.

Options Considered:

None.

Declaration of Interest:

Councillors Mrs JP French and RV Stockton declared a
prejudicial interest and Councillors ACR Chappell, TM James
and RM Wilson declared a personal interest in this item.
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